FOCUS QUESTIONS

       QUESTION



     UNIT

Does federalism enhance effectiveness in 

government, or does it inhibit effectiveness 

in government?






1

Does the electoral system enhance democracy 

in America, or does it inhibit democracy in 

America?








2

To what degree do we have government of the 

PACs, by the PACs, and for the PACs?


3




Are American political parties in resurgence or 

in decline?







3

Do the media make public opinion, or do they 

merely reflect public opinion?




3






Is the “imperial Congress” more of a threat to 

American democracy than the “imperial 

presidency?”







4

Is the American bureaucracy out of control, or 

is it under the control of Congress, the president, 

and/or the courts?






4

Does the judiciary merely interpret the law, or 

does the judiciary make the law?



4

Does public policy reflect the interests of the

many or does it reflect the interests of the few?
5
How has the Supreme Court balanced the 

individual’s need for liberty with society’s need 

for order and stability?





6

FOCUS QUESTIONS

       QUESTION



     UNIT

Has the federal government excessively 

encroached on state authority?



1

How democratic is the American electoral

system?








2

Is the US in the midst of political party 

realignment or political party dealignment?

3

Do we have a system of co-equal branches of

government, or does one branch dominate?

4

Does public policy reflect the interests of the
many, or does it reflect the interests of the few?
5

How has the Supreme Court balanced the 
individual's need for liberty with society’s need

for order and stability?





6
