Educational Philosophy

My experiences in the classroom to date have been very exciting and are full of promise.  They have also been challenging and stressful at times.  The transition from “rookie” to seasoned educator I believe is a subtle one.  It is a slow evolution that hopefully allows the teacher to begin to “self-actualize.”  I have seen glimpses of this reckoning in my own work as a student teacher.  It becomes that point when the student is engaged, that discipline issues are in the very background, and where true learning really begins.  This is the exciting part.  It is where the student and teacher are engaged in learning together.  It is where ideas are explored, massaged, thrown out, expanded upon and so on. 

My field of teaching is Social Studies.  I have chosen to teach Social Studies for the following reasons: Social Studies teaching is a multi-disciplinary field. It encompasses a wide-array of subjects from sociology to psychology, from geography to history.  This wide breadth of study exposes a student to many complex ideas that are crucial for a developing worldview. The study of the humanities facilitates in my view, a growing understanding and appreciation for the dynamics of life in general.   

Social Studies teach students to develop critical thinking skills. The study of social sciences challenges students to think critically and develop higher order reasoning skills.  For me, my priority in teaching history for example, is not a matter of forcing students to memorize pointless facts and dates but to teach he/she how to analyze a question/situation and apply reasoning skills that provides for an answer.  I have a strong interest in developing young minds to take what they have learned and apply these lessons to the “real world.”  For example, if my teaching ancient history allows students to successfully prepare an argument on how he or she can beat a speeding ticket, then I’ll consider myself a successful teacher. 


The Social Studies discipline exposes students to the world of multiculturalism.  An extremely important fact is that most people live in a cultural vacuum until they are given the opportunity to examine the lives of persons and societies different from their own.  The study of world history and cultures, world religions, philosophy and other subjects is an excellent way for students to learn about the world around them and consider alternative points of view.  Teaching social studies from a multicultural perspective is perhaps one of the greatest gifts an instructor can bestow upon his/her students.  The fact that we live in such a diverse state makes the understanding, respect and appreciation for different cultures critical.  


Teaching Social Studies allows students to develop healthy skepticism of our institutions and leadership.  Most of us from an early age are indoctrinated into believing that our leaders are elected to act in the best interest of society.  We tend in our early academic development to accept decision-making by representative authority without question.  One of the more exciting aspects of teaching (particularly history and government) in the higher grades is the opportunity to examine historic abuses of both individuals and institutions throughout time and the lessons learned.  A teacher of social studies has a significant opportunity to raise concern amongst our youth about leadership and its potential for both good and bad.    


The study of social studies has the potential for increasing student involvement in civic affairs.  The citizenship component of the discipline cannot be underemphasized.  Along with increasing awareness and concern for our institutions and officials, the study of social studies may in fact increase interest and levels of participation amongst our youth in such matters of voting and other areas of civic participation.  A truly artful teacher has the potential for motivating students to be both interested and involved in communal participation. Social studies, through its examination of economic, political and current events is perhaps the best-suited discipline for reaching the young and creating interest and concern for the community. 


Finally, social studies is an interesting topic to teach! From purely a selfish point of view, I find the study and instruction of social studies to be very interesting.  Being a big fan of current events and biography, I believe that being interested in one’s subject is a very good reason for teaching it.  I enjoy the free discussion of ideas and watching the gears of problem solving turn in the minds of young adults.  I enjoy debate and alternative points of view.  Most importantly, I have great faith in the intellectual capacities of our youth.  I sincerely believe that every student has the capacity for greatness.

