Government Guestbook Topics


Remember, you are responsible for writing a total of TEN (10) entries for the semester, FIVE (5) of which must be responses to other student entries.  Below are some writing topics for consideration.  Please identify each topic (I.e. Song Lyric Protection) in the subject heading of the guestbook.

Guestbook Writing Topics:

Song Lyric Protection

Some people claim that rock music glamorizes destructive behavior. Critics of rock music say that it encourages violence.  Some people want to protect minors from being exposed to the messages these types of songs convey.  Where do you stand on the issue?

Space Boondoggle?
In 1984 the National Aeronautics and Space Administration proposed building a space station as a long-term project that would provide valuable knowledge and be a way station for trips to other planets or the moon.  Some people say that the billions of dollars spent on space projects could be better spent on domestic programs.  Do you support NASA’s programs or do you think that they are a misallocation of scarce resources?
Campaign Finance Reform
Although there are limits on how much individuals and groups can contribute to a federal candidate, there are no limits on how much money a candidate can raise or spend.  In the presidential election of 2004, candidates spent $650 million on their campaigns.  Do you think candidates should be limited in the amount of money they spend to finance their campaigns? Is the best candidate for American political office the person who can raise the most money?
Military Force
The goals of US foreign policy are to maintain national security and world peace, protect free trade, support democratic governments, and promote the humane treatment of people in other nations.  When national security is threatened, most people support the use of military force.  Should military force be used to promote other goals such as in a civil war to support a democratic government?

Foreign Aid
Foreign aid is a very small percentage of the federal government.  The US actually spends about 1% of the federal budget on foreign aid. This means that the average taxpayer spends about $28.00 per year for federal foreign aid. If you knew that                        most foreign aid was going to poor people who really needed it, would you be                      willing to pay more in taxes for foreign aid. Why or why not?

